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Bunting, formerly Bunting Magnetics
Co., was first founded in 1959 in Chicago,
Illinois. Some of the first equipment
manufactured were magnetic conveyors
for the steel can industry and large
printing cylinders for the RR Donnelley’s
printing locations in Chicago.

In 1979, Bunting moved its headquarters
to Newton, Kansas. Diversification into
many different industries helped insulate
the company from domestic and global
recessions and acquisitions allowed it to
grow into the international manufacturer
that itis today.

In 2020, supply chain issues crippled
many manufacturers. At that time, Bunting
began looking at which industries offered
opportunities for growth. It was determined
that the 2-piece and 3-piece can industries
could result in incremental sales and
automation held the key to that success.
After all, the 2-piece beverage can industry
is highly automated, so why wouldn’t the
industry’s suppliers also become highly
automated?

Latein 2021, Bunting decided to
expand its manufacturing capacity for
the decorator cylinders. The potential for
growth by offering decorator shafts and a
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wide range of tapered bore cylinders not
currently offered was seen as a tremendous
opportunity for long-term growth.

The automation started with the
acquisition of two new 7-axis mill/turn
machines from Mazak. Additionally, Bunting
bought two new CNC ID/OD Grinders from
Kellenberger. Automating the loading and
unloading of the mills and grinders was
tasked to Advanced Product Engineering.
Additional CNC equipment and custom-
designed automated assembly equipment
forinstalling the magnets and pole pieces
into the cylinders was ordered, to keep
flow-through capacity at a maximum.

No automated plant is complete without
a well-designed and documented quality
control (QC) process. To streamline
the measurements required for 100%
inspection of its cylinder production,
Bunting sought what nearby Wichita-based
aircraft manufacturing was using for QC

inspection. It was soon discovered however,
that aircraft manufacturers do not produce
components with the 2-micron tolerances
required by the printing industry. In fact,
some in the aircraft industry did not believe
any industry, except perhaps automotive,
would need such tight tolerances. Then in
mid-2022 Keyence, one of the top names
in CMM Measuring Equipment, introduced
anew coordinate measuring system
with a hand-held probe that relayed 3-D
positioning back to a computer. More
importantly, Keyence introduced a model
capable of measuring the 2-micron
tolerance required in the printing industry.
The Keyence CMM that Bunting acquired is
capable of measuring both ID and OD bores,
even ID bores on angles and tapers. It
automatically records every measurement
in a file linked to a specific serial number.
Bunting has been aggressively
getting the equipment in place and the
personnel trained to bring online its
new Manufacturing Center for Magnetic
Decorating Cylinders. Many of the new
products will be on display at the Bunting
Stand 3D40 at MetPack™. When fully
operational, the new facility will have
the capacity to manufacture 100% of the
2-piece can industry’s requirements for
decorator cylinders and most decorator
shafts, for several decades. ||°

The global beverage can industry is growing.
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To meet the increasing demand,
Bunting made a major investment by
opening a new facility exclusively for
its 2-piece can decorating cylinders
operation. Online in 2023, the Bunting
Manufacturing Center for Magnetic
Decorator Cylinders is a highly
automated facility with the capacity
to meet the global demand for
decorator cylinders and shafts for
the next few decades.
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